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SYNOPSIS 

Baghdad is a 17-year-old female skater, who lives in Freguesia do Ó, a working-class 

neighborhood in the city of São Paulo, Brazil. Baghdad skateboards with a group of male 

friends and spends a lot of time with her family and with her mother’s friends. Together, the 

women around her form a network of people who are out of the ordinary. When Baghdad 

meets a group of female skateboarders, her life suddenly changes. 

DIRECTOR’ STATEMENT 

The film "My Name is Baghdad" arose from our desire to work with stories and everyday 

situations lived by characters from a working class neighborhood on the outskirts of the city 

of São Paulo, seeking the poetry that exists in prosaic situations. We also sought to make a 

film with strong and unusual female characters who were empowered through the bonds 

fostered between them, creating islands of love and affection in a world that is often hostile 

to them. To do this, we employed several strategies. 

A good part of the cast of "My Name is Baghdad" was assembled by finding skaters who had 

never acted before, including the main character, Baghdad, played by the skater Grace 

Orsato. We spent a long time in cast preparation, creating bonds amongst the actors so that 

their relationships became realistic, which was consequently reflected during shooting and 

eventually on the big screen. The actors’ performances and their interactions became 

therefore much more realistic and organic. We never gave the full script to the non-actors, 

nor to the professional ones. Instead, we chose to rehearse on location with the 

participation of the cast, the director, and the acting coach Marina Medeiros, which ended 

up entirely recreating the dynamics of the scenes, the characters’ lines, and many situations. 

This process was important for the new actors to inhabit the characters they were 

representing, creating the sense that these are real, existing people.  

The cinematographer, Camila Cornelsen, mostly used a handheld camera, always positioning 

herself within the scene’s action, from the perspective of at least one of the characters. We 

used as much natural lighting as possible. Since the lighting we used already existed in the 
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sets we created, the art direction created diegetic points of lights such as table lamps and 

cell phones, among others, thus freeing the cinematographer from a reliance on lightning 

equipment. The art director, Marinês Mencio, similarly used this method, respecting the 

locations’ original characteristics and interfering as little as possible. We preserved the 

features of the locations and of the neighborhood where we shot, giving us more time to 

work with the actors. 

Alongside the natural mood we sought to create, certain “noisy” elements are present 

throughout the narrative, such as amateur images made with Baghdad’s diegetic camera, an 

actual handheld camera (a Samsung HMX-F80), which helped us to convey and express her 

point of view and to conceive of several musical numbers, both of which were used to 

demonstrate Baghdad’s inner self. At the same time, other elements also questioned the 

limits of naturalism, such as the long scenes of the teenagers skateboarding down the street, 

the use of specialized cameras to record these skateboarding scenes, and the film’s 

soundtrack, present throughout. 

All of these elements, in addition to operating as a contrast to the film’s more naturalistic 

aspect, also elaborate and express Baghdad’s inner universe: magical, full of frailties, doubts 

and dreams, unlike her tough, mercurial manners and outside appearance. 

- Caru Alves de Souza 
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ABOUT THE STORY 

"My Name is Baghdad" presents the everyday life of Baghdad, a 17-year-old female 

skateboarder. She spends her days with her family, with her mother’s friends, and 

skateboarding with the neighborhood skater boys. 

Baghdad is the only female skateboarder in her crew. Her strong, explosive personality 

makes her feel like “one of the boys,” but she feels like an outsider when confronted by her 

male friends’ sexist jokes and behavior. When she meets Vanessa, another female 

skateboarder from her neighborhood, and later on when she meets a group of female 

skateboarders whom she befriends, she is presented with another side of skateboarding. 

Baghdad feels she can relate better to the female skateboarders and their universe, 

especially after these new friends help her to retaliate against one of her male skateboarder 

friends who harasses her at a party. 

Other characters are also part of Baghdad’s daily life. Micheline, 40, her mother, is struggling 

to make a living and to provide for her daughters, working in a neighborhood beauty parlor. 
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Micheline is a strong woman who does not let any man bring her down when she is drinking 

in the neighborhood bar, which is frequented mostly by men. 

Bia, 9, Baghdad’s younger sister, is more interested in outer space than in anything else. She 

spends her days trying to be part of an expedition for the colonization of Mars and to 

communicate with Martians. Joseane, 16, the middle sister, is a frenetic girl who on the 

surface appears to be a vain, superficial teenager, but deep down is strong, intelligent, and 

extremely witty. 

Gilda, 49, the only transsexual woman in the neighborhood, is negatively perceived by her 

neighbors. She and her friend Emilio, 61, live together in the beauty parlor where Micheline 

works, and they are role models for Baghdad, who spends her spare time in the beauty 

parlor among wigs, makeup, and nail polish. 

Gladys, 47, owns the bar that Micheline frequents. Gladys takes care of Baghdad and her 

sisters as if they were her daughters, offering them snacks and advice. 

The narrative of the film is built from daily episodes of the characters’ lives, revealing how 

extraordinary these women are. 
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DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY 

Caru Alves de Souza is a director, scriptwriter and producer. Her debut feature, “Underage” 

(2013) had its world premiere at the 61st San Sebastian Film Festival and was awarded Best 

Film at the Rio International Film Festival. The film was also acquired by HBO Latin America 

and Canal Brasil. 

Directed and scripted the shorts “Family Affair” (2011), which had its world premiere at 

FRAMELINE (San Francisco International LGBTQ+ Film Festival) and was distributed on DVD 

in the United Kingdom by Peccadillo Pictures, and “The World of Ulim and Oilut” (2011), 

which had its world premiere at the Chicago International Children’s Film Festival. In 2017, 

her second feature film as director/scriptwriter, “My Name is Baghdad,” received a grant 

from the Tribeca Film Institute’s Latin America Fund for projects in advanced stages of 

development, and a grant from the Ibermedia Programme’s Development Support in 2015. 
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Alves de Souza has also directed 10 episodes of the second season of the television 

documentary series “Causando na Rua” for the CINEBRASiLTV channel, which is currently on 

air, and two documentaries, "Mascarianas" and "Vestígios," for TV Cultura. 

 

ABOUT THE PRODUCERS 
 

My Name is Baghdad arose from a desire of mine and of the director Caru Alves de Souza to 

produce less conventional films, and to do so more collaboratively, less tied to the usual 

ways in which most films are produced. Inspired by Toni Brandão’s book Bagdá, o Skatista 

[Baghdad, the Skater], the project had appeared a few years earlier at Tangerina 

Entretenimento, Caru’s production company, where it received a first treatment. 

Caru had the idea of assembling a wide-ranging collage of everyday scenes, to which the 

backbone of the story would be Baghdad, a girl who skateboards through the streets of a 

lower-middle class neighborhood in the city of São Paulo, as she goes about living her day-

to-day, accompanied by friends and the strong women surrounding her. This was very 

exciting to me and we secured the rights for Manjericão Filmes, the beginning of our 

journey. 

The project was included in script development workshops, including the 2014 ProAC 

Desenvolvimento de Projetos [Project Development] and the 2015 Ibermedia Program Grant 

for the Development of Ibero-American Cinema and Television. We began researching and 

diving into the script. Shortly thereafter, the project was a recipient of the 2017 Latin 

America Fund Award for projects in advanced stages of development from the Tribeca Film 

Institute, which enabled us to further internationalize the film. 

From initial concept until final cut, the film was a process of considerable evolution. We 

began research at the NGO Social Skate, the initiative of Sandro Testinha, which opened up a 

thousand possibilities for us to meet people who participate in the activity. We visited skate 

parks in several neighborhoods on the outskirts of São Paulo, and the fact that we didn’t find 
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many girls skating was an issue that we ended up seriously addressing in the film. These 

collages then became the script. We invited Josefina Trotta to write the story with Caru and 

to work on the central group of characters that had then been formed. 

From then until pre-production at the end of 2018, we spent time seeking financing for the 

film, eventually putting together the necessary resources in early 2019. We received funding 

from the Fomento ao Cinema Paulista, Prova 7, and Proac de Produção. 

The film really kicked into gear when we met Grace Orsato, a skater girl, artist, and 

performer whom our casting producer Paula Pretta brought us after her scouting on the 

streets of São Paulo. Along with Grace came a whole group of young, previous non-actors 

who, together with the actors that had been cast, formed the film’s skating troupe. The film 

is additionally composed of an assemblage of incredible women artists, including Gilda 

Nomacce, Karina Buhr, and Paulette Pink. 

During preparations, Caru presented her interest in rewriting the script together with the 

actors, which ended up generating a final script the day before we began shooting. And 

during the shoot, everything was discussed amongst the different departments. The choice 

of our photographer, Camila Cornelsen, and the work of our art director, Marinês Mencio, a 

long-time collaborator, contributed to the film being shot as closely to reality as possible, in 

an almost documentary-drama style. 

The film was edited in Madrid in 2019, while we were trying to raise funds to finish it, which 

fortunately happened by the end of the year, when we were considered for a finishing grant 

by Spcine – the São Paulo Cinema and Audiovisual Company. 

We assembled a promo for a program promoted by Ancine (the Brazilian National Cinema 

Agency), Encontros do Cinema Brasileiro, at which the Berlinale curatorship was interested 

in watching the film, which led us to its premiere at the Generation 14plus program. 

This summary reminds us that My Name is Baghdad would not have existed without the 

public policies created for Brazilian cinema and culture during previous Brazilian 
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governments, which are under constant threat today. Viva Brazilian cinema! Viva My Name 

is Baghdad!  

— Rafaella Costa 

 

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION COMPANY 

Established in 2007 by Rafaella Costa, Manjericão Filmes works with a select number of 

projects annually together with partner directors in successful productions and co-

productions.  

Among its projects, the feature "My Name is Baghdad", which will have its world premiere at 

Berlinale - Generation 14plus and the feature films "Express Kidnapping" (2018), a 

partnership with Tangerina Entretenimento and Globo Filmes, "Bring it Inside" (2016), both 

directed by Tata Amaral, "Underage" (2014), by Caru Alves de Souza, which had its world 

premiere at 61st San Sebastian Film Festival and was awarded Best Film at the Rio Festival in 

2013, and Diego Fried's "La Fiesta Silenciosa" (2019), a co-production with Aramos Cine 

(Argentina) . 
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In 2017, the 5-episode TV series "Enquadro 5x5", acquired by CINEBRASiLTV channel, 

premiered on public, educational, university and community TVs throughout Brazil. The 

company also produced the short films "Their Hapiness" (2018), by Carol Rodrigues, and 

"Super Oldboy" (2016) , by Eliane Coster, winner of three awards at the 44th Gramado Film 

Festival. 

Manjericão Filmes currently develops projects for cinema and television, such as the fictional 

TV series “DJ”, based on the book of the same name by Toni Brandão, awarded with a grant 

for its development from the Department of Culture and Creative Economy of Sao Paulo 

State Government, and the feature films "The Minimal Man", by Renata Sette, and "Lonely 

Hearts", by Caru Alves de Souza. 
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ABOUT THE ACTORS 
Grace Orsato (Baghdad) 

Actress, skater, creator of recyclable clothing, visual artist. Skateboarding for a year, she has 

participated in Converse_x, a movement of creative young people from around the world. 

She is one of the founders of UNA.skate, a project focused on women and LGBTQI + people, 

aimed at including everyone and the possibility of skating without fear. With the 

performance “RE-ciclos,” in 2019 she created a set of socially wild figurines of a political 

nature for the Festival Geléia (Independent Music Festival in the Paraíba Valley region, state 

of São Paulo). She creates unique pieces, usually from “Ocular Noise” scraps, an endless 

material source, with the intention of generating a new perception about what is considered 

“beautiful.” She debuted in the leading role of the feature film "My Name is Baghdad". She 

has since workshopped with director Nilton Travesso, participated in the improvisation 

group at Oficina Cultural [Cultural Workshop] Oswald Andrade (São Paulo), taught by the 

award-winning instructor and dancer Zélia Monteiro, and played the role of Ina in the Netflix 

series "Boca a Boca". 

Karina Buhr (Micheline) 

Singer, songwriter, percussionist, artist and actress Karina Buhr was born in Bahia in 1974 

and began her career in music in Pernambuco in 1994, in the maracatus (Afro-Brazilian 

performance genre practiced in the state of Pernambuco) Piaba de Ouro e Estrela Brilhante. 

In 1997, she formed the band Comadre Fulozinha, with which she released three albums. 

Between 2002 and 2007, she was a member of Teatro Oficina, in São Paulo, of the director 

Zé Celso Martinez Corrêa, that had a season at the Volksbühne in Berlin in 2005. In 2010 she 

released the solo album "Eu Menti pra Você" [I Lied to You] and was elected artist of the 

year by the Paulista Association of Art Critics (APCA). In 2011 she released the album "Longe 

de Onde" and in 2014 she toured Lisbon, Porto, Paris, Berlin, and Madrid, performing as well 

at the traditional Palau de la Música in Barcelona. At the 45th Brasília Film Festival, she won 

the award for best soundtrack with the film "Era uma vez eu, Verônica" by Marcelo Gomes. 

In 2015 she released the album "Selvática", the book "Desperdiçando Rima" (Rocco), and 
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was a guest author at the FLIP Literary Festival. In 2016 performed in “ Massa Revoltante”, 

by the Goethe Institut of São Paulo, next to Grada Kilomba and Neo Muyanga, among 

others. In 2018 she went on the "Selvática" tour in Portugal, performing at the Festival 

Músicas do Mundo (Sines), the Bairro Intendente em Festa (Lisbon), Valsa Valsa (Lisbon), and 

at the Casa da Música do Porto (Porto). In 2019 she released the album “Desmanche,” which 

won at the Women’s Music Awards for best instrumentalist. 

Marie Maymone (Joseane) 

Born in the city of Santos (state of São Paulo) 19 years ago, the actress is currently 

completing her second year of training in physiotherapy. She studied theater for three years 

at the Tescom Theater School, in Santos. "My Name is Baghdad" is her first film. 

Helena Luz (Bia) 

The 10-year-old actress began acting at the age of five in advertising. Between 2016 and 

2017, she acted in soap operas on SBT, one of the largest television networks in Brazil, and 

participated in various network auditorium programs. Her film debut was in 2018 with the 

feature film "The Awakener". "My Name is Baghdad" is her second film. She is the host of a 

Youtube channel. 

William Costa (Deco) 

Hailing from the state of Minas Gerais, the actor and filmmaker moved with his family at the 

age of 12 to Samambaia, in the administrative region of the Brazilian Federal District, near 

the city of Brasília. There, he learned to skateboard and to love cinema. Now 26, he has won 

several awards for independent short films and has worked on TV Globo and HBO 

productions, and in film with "My Name is Baghdad". 

Gilda Nomacce (Gladys) 

With a long stage career and years of studies alongside director Antunes Filho, Nomacce 

began working in film with the filmmaking duo Juliana Rojas and Marco Dutra. Betting on 
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young talents, Nomacce has created a filmography of complex, unusual characters with 

major screen presence. Her various awards and nominations include best supporting actress 

at the Brasília Festival for "Trabalhar Cansa" and best performer at the Mix Brasil Festival for 

"Minha Única Terra é na Lua". She was nominated for the Brazilian Film Grand Prix for her 

acting work in "As Boas Maneiras". Nomacce can be seen in important modern Brazilian 

horror film, in classics of LGBTQI + contemporary cinema, and in comedic and dramatic roles. 

Paulette Pink (Gilda) 

Born 49 years ago in Taquaritinga, São Paulo state, Paula Sabbatini, the transsexual woman 

behind the drag queen Paulette Pink, graduated with a degree in Art Education and taught at 

Febem (a former teenage detention center). When she decided to abandon everything and 

plunge headlong into her dream of becoming Barbie, she became the “Drag Queen of the 

Brazilian Family” through her animated telegrams and participation in popular television 

shows and advertising campaigns. Pink recognized her resemblance to the singer Cher and 

was discovered by the German theater company Pulverfass Cabaret, where she worked for 

some time. She won the Bibi Ferreira Award for her makeup art for the musical “Forever 

Young,” becoming the first transsexual woman to win in this category. She currently sings in 

the musical “Les Girls” with 8 other transsexual women, as well as performing stand-up 

comedy shows and LGBTQI+ wedding ceremonies. "My Name is Baghdad" is her first film. 

Emílio Serrano (Emilio) 

Born under the sign of Virgo in September 1956, Serrano began his career in theater 

directing "Pic-nic no Front", by Fernando Arrabal, for which he also created the scenography 

and costumes. With Grupo Soma, he later directed and created the scenography and 

costumes for plays including "A Respectable Wedding", by Bertolt Brecht. He began acting 

with the play "The Bald Soprano" by Eugene Ionesco. From 1982 to 1983 he acted and 

produced at São Paulo’s Teatro Oficina, one of the most important theater groups in Brazil. 

After a break, he returned to acting in 1992 in Roberto Cezzaretti’s "Te Cuida Negão" at 

Espaço Mambembe. He has since staged several plays, including "O Noviço" by Martins 
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Pena, "A Farsa de Inês Pereira" by Gil Vicente, and "Vestido de Noiva" by Nelson Rodrigues. 

"My Name is Baghdad" is his first film. 

João Paulo Bienemann (Clever) 

Bienemann is a 27-year-old actor, director, and theater researcher. He began his career at 

the age of eight in theater, television, advertising, and film. At 15, he began his professional 

and artistic training, becoming a member of the CPT (Theater Research Center), coordinated 

by the director Antunes Filho (1929 - 2019), an important Brazilian playwright. He attended 

the renowned EAD theater school at the University of São Paulo as well as the Escola Livre 

de Teatro, having been a member of the prestigious theater group Parlapatões. He is co-

founder of the theater companies Cia.efêmera and Cia.Ester egg. He currently develops 

research on dance and theater at his space, “Kaleidoscope,” in São Paulo. 

Nick Batista (Vanessa) 

22 years old, Batista grew up in Freguesia do Ó, the São Paulo neighborhood where "My 

Name is Baghdad" was filmed. A skateboarder of six years, she is also a photographer and 

videomaker. "My Name is Baghdad" is her first film. 
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                                                    TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
 
 

Country     Brazil 
Duration     96 minutes 
Language     Portugese 
Image      Color 
Screening Format    2K DCP / 5.1 Surround Sound / Flat 1.85:1 
Shooting Format    Arriraw 2,8K 
Shooting Location     Sao Paolo 
 

CAST 

 
Baghdad     Grace Orsato 
Micheline     Karina Buhr  
Joseane     Marie Maymone 
Bia       Helena Luz 
Deco       William Costa 
 

CREW 

 
Directed by      Caru Alves de Souza 
Written by Caru Alves de Souza, Josefina Trotta. Loosely based 

on the novel “Bagdá, o Skatista", by Toni Brandão” 

Edited by     Willem Dias, AMC 
Director of Photography   Camila Cornelsen 
Produced by     Rafaella Costa, Caru Alves de Souza 

Production Designer    Marinês Mencio 
Line Producer     Stella Rainer 
Sound Designer     Pedro Noizyman 
 


